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^ CUADOE, etfwdh dawr,
next to tlie smallest
republic of South Ameri-
ca, exceeding only Uru-
guay in size. In shape it
is triangular, with the
base on the Pacific
Ocean; it extends to a
point about 500 miles
eastward, but the actual
boundary is in dispute.
Peru claims a consider-
able portion of Ecuador
and a little of Colombia,
while Ecuador claims not only all of its
present area but a triangular section of
Northeastern Peru (see map). The esti-
mated area is 275,936 square miles, and the
country is therefore slightly larger than
Texas. The population in 1933 was esti-
mated at 2,600,000. Quito, the capital
(107,000 people), is the most elevated seat
of government in the world, and is only a
few miles south of the equator.
The People. Nearly three-fourths of the
population are Indians and mixed descend-
ants of the Incas (which see); about 400,000
of these are of mixed blood. There are
only a few thousand people of pure European
stock. The Indian population is fairly in-
dustrious and orderly, a heritage from gener-
ations of well-behaved ancestors, but their
condition is almost one of bondage. Spanish
is the official language (see demarcation,
line of), but the Indians use a number of
dialects. The religion is Roman Catholic,
Education is in a backward state; there are
only about 175,000 children in schools. There
is a university in Quito, and in the whole
country there are a few secondary schools.
Surface and Drainage. The surface of
Ecuador is divided into three regions: the
lowland region along the coast; the highlands,
including the mountains and plateaus in the
central portion of the country, and the exten
sive plains on the east. The coast region is
comparatively narrow, and from this the
highlands rise abruptly to the plateau, upon
which two parallel ranges of the Andes rest,
extending north and south. Among the
groups of mountains o£ this region are six-
teen peaks having altitudes ranging- from
15,000 to 20,500 feet. The most noted of
these are Chimborazo, 20,498 feet, and
Cotopaxi, 19,600 feet, as far as known the
highest active volcano in the world, Near
 the northern boundary these parallel ranges
converge and form several elevated tracts,
known as knots, the most prominent one be-
ing in the southern part of Colombia. To-
ward the south there is a similar convergence,
and between these points are a number of
plateau valleys, the most important being
those of Quito, Hambato and Cuenca. In
elevation these range from 8,000 to 14,000
feet. Their soil is fertile, and they are the
home of the greater part of the population
of the country. East of the Andes the land
slopes to the great plain, which is contin-
uous with the basin of the Amazon.
Most of the rivers are rapid mountain
streams and are of little value for navigation.
However, the Amazon, known in this part of
its course as the Maranon, is navigable to the
point nearest to the southern boundary, and
some of the larger tributaries can be ascend-
ed a part of the way with small boats.
Climate. Being directly under the equa-
tor, Ecuador has a tropical climate, but ow-
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THE  BOUNDARY  DISPUTE
A.    Ecuador's claim; B,    Peru's claim.
ing to the varying elevations, this is greatly
modified, so that actually within the country
all grades of climate, from the tropical to the
frigid, are found. The lowlands on the coast
are exceedingly hot, moist and in many lo-
calities unhealthful; and the plains on the
east are hot and comparatively dry, while
the plateau valleys have a temperate and
salubrious climate, in. which spring- reigns
throughout the year. Above these, the high-
est altitude of the mountains have a rigor-
ous, cold climate, and most of the summits
are crowned with perpetual snow. The rain**
fall i$ ample for agricultural purposes, and
throughout the county there are two seasons,
known as the wet and the dry, though in the
plateau valleys these are not distinctly
marked.

